Central High School
Marching Tigers
Vocabulary for Marching Band
A guide to the foreign language of marching band
ABOUT FACE—(also RIGHT & LEFT) military turn in place, not often used today
ABOUT TURN—(also RIGHT & LEFT) while marking time turn body facing 180o (or 90o)
ALIGNMENT—dress by rank and cover by file
ANTICIPATION—beginning a movement early 
ARC—a curved formation or segment
AT EASE—relaxed position in place, no talking (also REST POSITION)
ATTENTION—the basic standing position with military posture
BACK or BACKFIELD—the side of the field opposite the press box
BY THE NUMBERS—to rehearse a maneuver by counting or calling steps aloud
CHAIR STEP—an exaggerated leg lift used in show and Big Ten band styles
CHOREOGRAPHY—any physical movement other than drill
CLEAN—to make precise (adj. precise)
COLUMN—a line of individuals, one directly behind the other 
COMPANY FRONT—standing or moving in a lateral line, in a large form
COVER—the straightness of a line of individuals front to back (v. to align)
CURVILINEAR DESIGN—any design utilizing arc or curved segments 
DIAGONAL—two or more members in line at an angle to the yard lines
DISTANCE—(also INTERVAL) the space between members
DRESS or GUIDE—check the straightness of a lateral line, standing or moving
DRIFTING—gradually shifting out of position
FALL IN—take up position in formation designated
FLANK—abrupt change of direction 90o to the right or left, by each individual or rank
FILE—a line of individuals, one directly behind the other
FLOATING TURN—an advanced technique to change direction while in motion
FOLLOW THE LEADER—a group of marchers that are led by one in a predetermined path
FRONT—towards the press box side of the field
GATE—the movement of a form with one end fixed as a pivot point
GRID SYSTEM—the mathematical subdivision of the football field into steps



HALT—individual or group stopping all movement
HESITATION—beginning a movement late
HIP SHIFT—an advanced technique to change from forward to backwards march
HIT—a major impact point in the show
HOLD or FREEZE—stand in place, no motion
HORNS or HORNLINE—all wind instruments
HORNS UP (DOWN)—maneuver to bring instruments to playing position (or down)
HORNS TO THE BOX—horns are raised at an angle towards the press box
JAZZ RUN—a technique to cover large distances with large step size
LEFT (or RIGHT) GUIDE—band member at extreme left (or right) of a rank
MARK TIME—marching (foot motion) in place
OBLIQUE—a movement or facing not 90, 180, 270 or 360 degrees to original line of march
PHASING—lack of group precision or timing, musically or visually
POSTURE—carriage or bearing
PRECISION—uniformity of movement or music
PREPARATORY COMMAND—tells you what to do before you start
PUSH—an impact point that moves toward the audience
RANK—group of three or more members side to side, usually within a block formation
READABILITY—the clarity of the design presented on the field
READY POSITION—instrument position and body facing ready for movement in drill
ROTATION—taking a form and moving it about on any point or axis
SEQUENCE—the same movement or segment repeated at different times, visual or music
SLIDE—instruments and shoulders face 90o to the right or left of foot direction, usually to front
SNAP—a quick movement usually executed in half a count
SPACING—the physical distance between members in any direction
SPLIT THE DIFFERENCE—individual adjustment of spacing so it is equal on right and left
SQUAD—grouping of three or more members into a unit
STACKED FORMS—grouping of similar forms layered front to back
STAGE—to present an individual or group (verb), the area of presentation (noun)
STANDBY (or PARADE REST, REST POSITION)—a relaxed position of attention, no talking
TIMING—precision
TOUCH AND GO—a technique to change directions, usually 180o
TRACKING—basic marching in block form while playing exercises and show music segments
WHEEL—the rotation movement of a form while maintaining the form
[bookmark: _GoBack]8 to 5, 16 to 5, etc.—number of equal sized steps per 5 yards
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